OFFICIAL COORDINATION REQUEST FOR 

NON-ROUTINE OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

COORDINATION TITLE- 20EST01 Collection of Pit Tags at DCCO colonies at East Sand Island
COORDINATION DATE- 09 September 2020
PROJECT- East Sand Island work site
RESPONSE DATE- 23 September 2020
Description of the problem – Scan ESI DCCO colony for PIT tags the same time that ESI Tern colonies are scanned. 
Due to the loss of the pit trawl detections caused by the COVID-19 workspace requirement, there are few downstream detections available for the Reach survival estimates. Downstream detections are needed to get detection probabilities at Bonneville to then generate reach survivals. Currently, there are crude estimates for Chinook using mini jacks but none for steelhead. Additional PIT tag detections from ESI will help to generate and improve the precision of the reach survival estimates. With crews already going to ESI to collect tags on the Tern colonies, it would only make sense to take the additional time to scan the DCCO colonies as well as the loafing areas.  NOAA looked at using the DCCO colony based on 2019 nesting numbers but did not think there would be many tags and thus would not greatly improve things.  However, the 2019 PIT tag detections were only done at the nest locations. We agree that if only the nest sites were scanned that would likely produce low numbers of tags due to the low numbers of nests caused by the eagle harassment.  However, several 1000’s of DCCO were also loafing on ESI and these locations were not considered in the NOAA analysis since they were not scanned in 2019 due to the methods used to estimate predation that center on nesting locations only.  Since we are not looking to estimate predation and only to get PIT detections to aid in detection probabilities at Bonneville, there is potential to get good numbers of PIT tags in these loafing locations to improve the reach survival estimates.  The crews scanning the island can use the DCCO nesting and loafing locations to guide where they should scan.  

Type of outage required – None (additional time required for the additional scanning)
Impact on facility operation -None 
Dates of impacts/repairs – Tag scanning usually occurs in October but is dependent on bird numbers and weather to access the island.
Length of time for repairs: The additional scanning would likely require an additional day or 2.  
Analysis of potential impacts to fish: (No fish impacts since the work is on the East Sand Island)
1. 10-year average passage by run during the period of impact for adults and juvenile listed species, as appropriate for the proposed action and time of year;

2. Statement about the current year’s run (e.g., higher or lower than 10-year average);

3. Estimated exposure to impact by species and age class (i.e., number or percentage of run exposed to an impact by the action);

4. Type of impact by species and age class (increased delay, exposure to predation, exposure to a route of higher injury/mortality rate, exposure to higher TDG, etc.);

Summary statement - expected impacts on: 
In short, the impact will be to increase the time or number of people who will be scanning ESI for pit tags at the Tern nesting locations by also scanning the DCCO locations on ESI.

Comments from agencies

Final coordination results

Please email or call with questions or concerns.
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